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Abstract

Rabindranath Tagore’s Broken Nest (Nashtanirh), translated into English by
Sharmistha Mohanty, is one of the most psychologically complex and emotionally nuanced
novellas in Indian literature. The text examines emotional loneliness, intellectual
companionship, emotional repression, and the fragile structure of marital relationships
within nineteenth-century Bengali society. This paper explores the relationship between
intellectual compatibility and emotional fulfilment through the characters of Charulata,
Bhupati, and Amal. The study argues that Tagore presents intellectual companionship as an
essential foundation for emotional intimacy and demonstrates how emotional dissatisfaction
emerges when relationships lack communication and psychological understanding. The
paper adopts psychological and feminist literary approaches to analyse loneliness, emotional
alienation, gendered silence, and intellectual suppression within patriarchal domestic
structures. Through close textual analysis, the paper further examines how Tagore critiques
conventional marriage systems that fail to recognize women’s intellectual identities and
emotional needs. The emotional connection between Charulata and Amal develops not
merely from romantic attraction but from mutual intellectual recognition and emotional
sensitivity. In contrast, Bhupati’s emotional distance and intellectual self-absorption create
an emotionally incomplete marriage. The study also evaluates the significance of
Sharmistha Mohanty’s translation in preserving the psychological depth and lyrical subtlety
of Tagore’s original Bengali narrative. Ultimately, the paper argues that Broken Nest
remains a timeless exploration of emotional incompleteness, intellectual desire, and the
tragic consequences of emotional neglect.

Keywords: Rabindranath Tagore, Broken Nest, Intellectual Compatibility, Emotional
Relationships, Charulata, Emotional Isolation, Psychological Realism, Feminist Criticism,
Indian Literature, Sharmistha Mohanty.

Introduction

B



SP Publications

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES)

An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal;Impact Factor:8.337(SJIF) ISSN:
2581-8333|Volume 8, Issue-5(May);2026

Rabindranath Tagore occupies a unique position in Indian literature because of his profound
understanding of human psychology, emotional conflict, and social realities. His literary
works frequently examine the emotional lives of individuals trapped within rigid social
structures and emotionally incomplete relationships. Among his most psychologically rich
novellas, Broken Nest (Nashtanirh) remains one of the most important literary explorations
of emotional loneliness and intellectual companionship. Originally written in Bengali and
later translated into English by Sharmistha Mohanty, the novella investigates the emotional
consequences of silence, neglect, and unfulfilled intellectual desires within marriage.

The narrative centres on Charulata, an intelligent and emotionally sensitive woman
married to Bhupati, a wealthy intellectual deeply involved in political journalism. Although
Bhupati genuinely respects his wife and provides material comfort, he fails to recognize her
emotional loneliness and intellectual aspirations. Into this emotional emptiness enters Amal,
Bhupati’s younger cousin, whose literary interests and emotional sensitivity gradually
establish a strong intellectual and emotional connection with Charulata. The emotional
complexity of the novella emerges from this triangular relationship in which emotional
intimacy develops through shared intellectual experiences rather than through physical
attraction alone.

Tagore’s representation of emotional relationships is highly modern because he
rejects simplistic moral divisions between right and wrong. The emotional tragedy in Broken
Nest does not emerge from immorality but from emotional neglect, psychological loneliness,
and the absence of meaningful communication within marriage. Through Charulata’s
emotional condition, Tagore critiques patriarchal social structures that reduce women to
domestic roles while suppressing their intellectual identities and emotional individuality.

The significance of intellectual compatibility in emotional relationships remains
deeply relevant in contemporary society. Modern psychology and relationship studies
increasingly emphasize emotional communication, mutual understanding, and shared
intellectual interests as essential components of healthy relationships. Tagore’s novella
therefore transcends its nineteenth-century social context and continues to resonate with
modern readers across cultures.

This paper examines how intellectual compatibility shapes emotional relationships
in Broken Nest. Using psychological and feminist literary approaches, the study analyses
emotional loneliness, intellectual companionship, emotional repression, gender
expectations, and psychological conflict within the novella. The paper argues that Tagore
presents intellectual companionship not as a luxury but as a fundamental human necessity
for emotional fulfilment.

Literature Review
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Scholars of Rabindranath Tagore have frequently emphasized his extraordinary
psychological insight and emotional realism. Krishna Datta and Andrew Robinson observe
that Tagore’s literary works consistently explore “the emotional contradictions of modern
human relationships” and examine the tension between social expectations and individual
emotional needs. Their study of Tagore’s fiction highlights his ability to portray
psychological conflict with subtlety and realism.

Meenakshi Mukherjee argues that Tagore’s female characters often struggle against
restrictive patriarchal structures that deny them emotional and intellectual freedom.
According to Mukherjee, women in Tagore’s fiction are not passive victims but emotionally
and intellectually complex individuals seeking self
expression and recognition. Charulata’s emotional dissatisfaction in Broken Nest reflects
this struggle for emotional and intellectual identity.

Martha C. Nussbaum’s theories regarding emotional intelligence and literary ethics
are particularly relevant to the novella. Nussbaum argues that literature enables readers to
understand the emotional complexity of human relationships and moral experiences. Her
ideas help explain how Tagore transforms emotional silence and psychological tension into
profound literary experiences.

Modern feminist critics have also analysed Broken Nest as a critique of patriarchal
marriage systems. Scholars emphasize that Charulata’s emotional loneliness emerges not
from material deprivation but from intellectual suppression and emotional neglect. Her
emotional attachment to Amal develops because he recognizes her creativity, intelligence,
and emotional sensitivity.

Studies of psychological realism in Tagore’s fiction further demonstrate how the
author anticipated modern literary psychology. Tagore’s narrative style avoids melodrama
and instead focuses on silence, emotional restraint, internal conflict, and psychological
ambiguity. These features make Broken Nest one of the earliest psychologically modern
texts in Indian literature.

Despite significant scholarship on Tagore’s emotional realism and feminist
perspectives, relatively fewer studies focus specifically on intellectual compatibility as the
central foundation of emotional relationships within the novella. This paper therefore
contributes to existing scholarship by examining how intellectual companionship becomes
emotionally transformative and psychologically significant within the narrative.
Methodology

This research adopts qualitative textual analysis using psychological and feminist
literary approaches. The study primarily focuses on close reading of Rabindranath Tagore’s
Broken Nest, translated by Sharmistha Mohanty. Psychological criticism is used to examine
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emotional loneliness, repression, silence, emotional conflict, and psychological alienation
among the characters. Feminist literary criticism is applied to analyse the suppression of
women'’s intellectual identities and emotional needs within patriarchal marriage structures.
The study also incorporates secondary scholarly sources related to Tagore’s emotional
realism, feminist interpretations of Indian literature, emotional relationships, and literary
psychology. The methodology emphasizes interpretative analysis rather than quantitative
evaluation.
Analysis

The emotional foundation of Broken Nest lies in Charulata’s psychological
loneliness. Although she lives within a wealthy and socially respected household, she
experiences emotional isolation because her marriage lacks communication and emotional
companionship. Tagore presents loneliness not as physical abandonment but as emotional
invisibility within domestic life. Bhupati is not portrayed as a cruel or oppressive husband.
On the contrary, he is intellectually sophisticated, socially progressive, and financially
responsible. However, his obsession with political journalism and newspaper work distances
him emotionally from his wife. He assumes that material comfort and social respectability
are sufficient for marital happiness.

Tagore states, “Nowadays, I have no time to turn my attention towards Charu, it’s
very unfair” (Tagore 19). This seemingly captures the emotional tragedy of the novella.
Bhupati’s neglect is unconscious rather than intentional, which makes the emotional conflict
psychologically realistic. He genuinely believes that affection alone sustains marriage, yet
he fails to understand the importance of emotional communication and intellectual
companionship.

Charulata’s loneliness is intensified by intellectual isolation. She possesses
imagination, sensitivity, and literary curiosity, but the domestic environment offers no
emotional or intellectual stimulation. She spends much of her time reading books, observing
the outside world through windows, and engaging in solitary activities. Tagore further
observes, “Like a flower that never turns to fruit, and so, outside any necessity, remains in
bloom, was Charu’s life, and to remain in bloom the only work of her endeavourers endless,
days and nights” (Tagore 4). The contrast between material abundance and emotional
emptiness reflects Tagore’s criticism of marriages built solely upon social structure rather
than emotional intimacy.

Psychologically, Charulata’s emotional condition reflects emotional deprivation.
She longs not merely for romantic affection but for recognition, communication, and
companionship. Modern psychological theories regarding emotional fulfilment suggest that
individuals require emotional validation and intellectual engagement to maintain
psychological well-being. Tagore anticipates these modern ideas through Charulata’s
emotional suffering.
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The emotional atmosphere of the novella is dominated by silence and repression. Rather
than openly expressing dissatisfaction, Charulata internalizes her loneliness. This emotional
silence reflects the condition of many women within patriarchal societies who are expected
to suppress emotional needs in Favor of domestic duty.

The arrival of Amal transforms Charulata’s emotional world because he provides
the intellectual companionship absent from her marriage. Amal is sensitive, imaginative,
and deeply interested in literature. Unlike Bhupati, he recognizes Charulata’s intelligence
and emotional sensitivity. Their relationship develops gradually through literary discussions,
creative writing, emotional understanding, and shared imagination. Intellectual
companionship becomes the foundation of emotional intimacy.

Tagore argues, “She has a good imagination, it is rarely seen in women” (Tagore
23). This reveals the transformative power of emotional recognition. Amal encourages
Charulata to write, think creatively, and participate intellectually. Through his recognition,
Charulata begins to discover her own intellectual identity. The emotional connection
between Charulata and Amal is deeply connected to literary creativity. They read together,
critique each other’s writings, and discuss imagination and aesthetics. Their intellectual
interaction creates emotional intimacy because it allows Charulata to experience
companionship and emotional understanding.

Importantly, Tagore avoids portraying the relationship as merely romantic or
physical. The emotional attraction emerges from psychological understanding and
intellectual compatibility. Amal sees Charulata as an individual with emotional and
intellectual depth rather than simply as a domestic figure.

From a feminist perspective, Amal’s recognition of Charulata’s intelligence
challenges patriarchal assumptions regarding women’s roles. In nineteenth century Bengali
society, women were expected to remain confined within domestic responsibilities.
Intellectual participation and creative self-expression were often discouraged. Charulata’s
emotional attachment therefore reflects her desire for recognition and selfhood. Her
relationship with Amal becomes emotionally significant because he validates her
individuality. At the same time, the emotional relationship remains psychologically
complicated. Amal gradually becomes aware of the emotional intensity developing between
them. However, social morality, guilt, and emotional uncertainty create tension. The
emotional tragedy of the novella emerges because intellectual compatibility creates
emotional intimacy that social structures cannot accommodate. Tagore therefore presents
emotional relationships as psychologically fragile and morally ambiguous. Bhupati
represents emotional blindness rather than moral failure. He loves Charulata sincerely but
fails to recognize her emotional loneliness and intellectual needs.
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The emotional distance between Bhupati and Charulata reflects broader patriarchal
assumptions regarding marriage. Women were expected to remain emotionally loyal and
socially obedient regardless of emotional dissatisfaction. Bhupati unconsciously accepts
these social assumptions and therefore overlooks Charulata’s individuality. Psychologically,
Bhupati’s tragedy lies in delayed realization. Only after emotional damage has already
occurred does he begin to understand the depth of Charulata’s loneliness.

Tagore examines Bhupati sympathetically rather than critically. He is not a villain
but a product of social expectations that prioritize professional ambition over emotional
intimacy. His emotional suffering therefore becomes psychologically complex. The novella
suggests that emotional relationships require active emotional participation. Material
comfort, social respectability, and intellectual achievement cannot replace emotional
communication. Modern relationship  psychology emphasizes emotional availability,
empathy, and communication as essential components of healthy relationships. Tagore’s
narrative anticipates these modern insights through Bhupati’s emotional failure.

One of the most significant aspects of Broken Nest is Tagore’s representation of
women’s intellectual desires. Charulata’s emotional dissatisfaction emerges because her
intellectual identity remains suppressed within patriarchal domestic structures. Tagore
writes, “There is only this person, who asks for her and she cannot bear to leave his desires
unfulfilled” (Tagore 6). It challenges traditional gender expectations. Charulata desires
emotional and intellectual participation rather than passive domestic existence.

Feminist literary criticism emphasizes that patriarchal societies often reduce
women’s identities to domestic functions while ignoring emotional and intellectual
individuality. Charulata’s loneliness reflects this emotional suppression. The novella
critiques the emotional limitations imposed upon women within conventional marriage
structures. Charulata possesses intelligence, creativity, and emotional sensitivity, yet these
qualities remain unrecognized until Amal enters her life. Amal’s intellectual companionship
therefore becomes emotionally liberating. He encourages Charulata to express her creativity
and participate intellectually.

However, Tagore also demonstrates the emotional dangers created by emotional
repression. Because society restricts emotional expression, Charulata cannot openly
acknowledge her feelings. Emotional silence produces psychological conflict and suffering.
The emotional tension in the novella reflects the conflict between individual emotional
desire and social morality. Charulata’s emotions cannot be fulfilled because patriarchal
structures define marriage primarily as a social institution rather than an emotional
partnership. Moreover, Tagore does not portray Charulata immorally. Instead, he portrays
her as emotionally neglected and psychologically isolated. Her emotional attachment
emerges naturally from emotional loneliness and intellectual deprivation.
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Sharmistha Mohanty’s translation preserves the emotional sensitivity and psychological
depth of Tagore’s original narrative. Her language retains the lyrical subtlety and emotional
restraint that characterize Tagore’s prose style. Tagore’s greatest literary achievement in
Broken Nest lies in his psychological realism. The characters are emotionally complex and
morally ambiguous. None of them are entirely right or wrong. Charulata experiences
emotional conflict because she simultaneously loves and resents her husband while
emotionally connecting with Amal. Amal himself struggles with guilt and emotional
uncertainty regarding his growing attachment to Charulata. Bhupati suffers because he
recognizes his emotional failure only after emotional distance has already developed.

Tagore further highlights, “But at the time of saying farewell no words emerged
from Charu” (Tagore 65). This conveys the emotional restraint central to the novella. The
tragedy emerges not from dramatic conflict but from silence, repression, and unspoken
emotional desires. Tagore avoids melodrama and instead focuses on internal emotional
experiences. This psychological subtlety anticipates modern literary realism and existential
themes concerning emotional alienation and incompleteness. The ending of the novella
remains emotionally unresolved. Bhupati and Charulata attempt emotional reconciliation,
yet emotional wounds remain. Tagore illustrates, “Charu is bewildered by this terrible
discovery” (Tagore 74). This symbolic gesture represents emotional interruption,
broken trust, and the impossibility of fully restoring damaged emotional relationships.

Psychologically, the incomplete gesture reflects emotional uncertainty. Neither
character can completely return to the emotional innocence that existed before emotional
awareness transformed their relationship. The emotional ambiguity of the ending makes the
novella deeply modern. Rather than providing moral closure, Tagore presents emotional
reality as incomplete and psychologically fragile.

One of the central arguments of this paper is that Tagore presents intellectual
compatibility as essential for emotional fulfilment. Emotional intimacy develops not merely
through social duty or romantic attraction but through understanding, communication, and
shared intellectual experiences. Charulata’s emotional connection with Amal emerges
because he understands her emotional and intellectual desires. Their literary conversations
become emotionally meaningful because they create psychological closeness. In contrast,
Bhupati’s emotional failure emerges because he neglects emotional communication despite
his affection for Charulata. Tagore therefore critiques marriages built solely upon social
stability and material comfort. Emotional fulfilment requires mutual recognition, empathy,
and intellectual companionship.

Modern theories of emotional intelligence and relationship psychology support
Tagore’s insight. Contemporary psychologists emphasize communication, empathy, and
intellectual compatibility as major factors influencing emotional satisfaction within
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relationships. Tagore’s emotional realism therefore remains highly relevant in contemporary
society. The emotional conflicts experienced by Charulata, Bhupati, and Amal continue to
resonate with modern readers because they reflect universal human experiences.
Conclusion

Rabindranath Tagore’s Broken Nest remains one of the most psychologically
profound explorations of emotional relationships and intellectual companionship in Indian
literature. Through the characters of Charulata, Bhupati, and Amal, Tagore examines
emotional loneliness, intellectual longing, emotional repression, and the fragile structure of
marital relationships.

The novella demonstrates that emotional relationships cannot survive solely through
social duty, material comfort, or marital obligation. Genuine emotional intimacy requires
communication, emotional sensitivity, empathy, and intellectual companionship.
Charulata’s loneliness reflects the emotional condition of individuals trapped within
emotionally incomplete relationships. Her intellectual connection with Amal reveals the
human need for recognition, understanding, and emotional companionship. Bhupati’s
tragedy emerges from emotional blindness rather than cruelty. His failure to recognize
Charulata’s emotional and intellectual needs ultimately creates emotional distance within
the marriage. Through psychological realism and emotional subtlety, Tagore critiques
patriarchal marriage structures that suppress women’s individuality and emotional
fulfilment. The novella further demonstrates how emotional silence and intellectual isolation
produce psychological suffering.

Sharmistha Mohanty’s translation successfully preserves the emotional depth and
lyrical subtlety of Tagore’s original narrative, allowing contemporary readers to appreciate
the psychological richness of the novella.

Ultimately, Broken Nest presents intellectual compatibility as a fundamental human
necessity rather than a social luxury. Emotional fulfilment emerges through understanding,
communication, creativity, and emotional recognition. The novella therefore remains a
timeless literary exploration of emotional incompleteness, intellectual desire, and the fragile
nature of human relationships.
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