
 

 

SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal;Impact Factor:8.337(SJIF)  ISSN: 

2581-8333|Volume 8, Issue-4(April);2026 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

614 

Migrant Precarity and the Politics of Invisibility: Exploitation, Ethical Agency, 

in Aravind Adiga’s Amnesty 

___________________________________________________________________ 

A. Sathya
1
 

1Research Scholar, Department of Languages 

Periyar Maniyammai Institute of Science & Technology (Deemed to be University) 

Thanjavur-613403, Tamil Nadu, India. 

Dr. B.R. Veeramani 
2 

2Research supervisor, Department of Languages 

Periyar Maniyammai Institute of Science & Technology (Deemed to be University) 
Thanjavur-613403, Tamil Nadu, India. 

___________________________________________________________________ 
Article Received:21/03/2026 

Article Accepted:28/04/2026 

Published Online:29/04/2026 

DOI:10.47311/IJOES.2026.8.04.625 

Abstract 

In this paper discussabout Danny, an undocumented Tamil immigrant from Sri Lanka who 

is fighting to make ends meet in Sydney, Aravind Adiga’s book Amnesty provides a 

compelling literary examination of migrant precarity. This research takes place in a single 

day and depicts Danny's moral quandary following the discovery of evidence that connects 

Dr. Prakash, one of his clients, to Radha Thomas's murder. Due to his undocumented 

status, Danny is always at risk he must decide whether to report the crime and run the risk 

of being deported or to keep quiet in order to protect his precarious life. This paper looks at 

how the book highlights how undocumented migrants in neoliberal economies are 

exploited and invisible. The paper contends that Adiga presents undocumented migrants as 

vital workers whose contributions are not acknowledged within host countries, drawing on 

postcolonial theory, subaltern studies, and the idea of precarity. Adiga uses narrative 

devices like symbolism, interior monologue, and real-time storytelling to turn a personal 

moral dilemma into a more comprehensive indictment of international migration policies. 

In the end, Amnesty demonstrates how contemporary immigration laws produce invisible 

laborers who support metropolitan economies while being denied social inclusion and legal 

protection. As a result, this article challenges readers to reevaluate countries' moral 

obligations to migrants as well as the significance of dignity and self-respect in the fight for 

justice. 

Keywords: migrant precarity, invisibility, exploitation, self-respect, diaspora, 

undocumented labor, neocolonialism. 
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Introduction 

One of the most important social realities of the twenty-first century is global 

migration. Due to political unrest, poverty, or conflict, millions of individuals flee their 

native nations in pursuit of safety and economic opportunity. But migration frequently 

creates additional vulnerabilities, especially for illegal migrants who are not protected by 

legal structures. The intricate emotional and social ramifications of displacement have been 

shown by the growing body of literature that has started to examine these experiences. 

Aravind Adiga's novel Amnesty, which explores the perilous life of undocumented 

immigrants in modern Australia, is one such significant work. 

 

Danny, a Tamil guy from Sri Lanka who left the country's civil war but ultimately 

overstayed his visa in Australia, is the protagonist of the book. Danny, an undocumented 

immigrant living in Sydney, makes ends meet by taking low-paying cleaning jobs that are 

arranged through unofficial networks. Fear, secrecy, and invisibility characterize his life. 

To evade deportation, he dyes his hair, takes on a false accent, and stays away from law 

enforcement. Adiga highlights the difficult reality experienced by migrants who are in a 

state of social and legal uncertainty through Danny's everyday activities.The story takes 

place on a single day when Danny finds out that Radha Thomas, one of his previous 

clients, has been killed. After finding the doctor's jacket at the crime scene, he believes that 

another customer, Dr. Prakash Wadhwa, is the culprit. Danny is faced with a moral 

conundrum as a result of this discovery: if he reports the crime to the police, his illegal 

status might be discovered, which could result in his arrest and deportation. However, he 

becomes implicated in the injustice if he doesn't say something. The main issue of the book 

is the struggle between morality and survival. 

 

The idea of migratory precarity, which describes the precarious and uncertain 

circumstances experienced by illegal migrants, is used in this paper's analysis of amnesty. 

These circumstances include social invisibility, lack of legal rights, and economic 

exploitation. The concept of self-respect, which was created by E. V. Ramasamy, generally 

referred to as Periyar, is also included in the study. Periyar's philosophy placed a strong 

emphasis on equality, dignity, and defiance of repressive hierarchies. His theories provide a 

potent framework for comprehending the struggles of marginalized populations around the 

world, even though they first surfaced in the context of caste oppression in India. 
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By applying the idea of self-respect to Danny's circumstances, we are able to 

understand his moral choice as a fight for dignity inside an unfair system rather than just a 

private act. Danny's choice to report the crime, despite his lack of legal rights, is an 

expression of human dignity that opposes the systems that want to silence him. Adiga's 

book so speaks to larger discussions of social fairness, migration, and human rights.  

 

Literature Review 

Amnesties are legal or policy measures to bar ongoing or future criminal 

investigations or prosecutions for specified crimes or offenders. They have been used for 

millennia to resolve political crises and ongoing conflicts within and between states. This 

means that they are a common feature of peace agreements and are often integrated into 

processes to encourage armed groups to surrender or to encourage perpetrators to disclose 

the truth of their actions.(Daniel Odin Shaw& Louise Mallinder 1) 

 

Aravind Adiga is a renowned Indian author, has consistently distinguished himself 

through “incisive narratives that illuminate the dynamic landscape of modern India” He is 

well known for his uncompromising exploration of the “stark realities of inequality and 

social injustice’’ in his literary works which reflects in his most notable work, Man Booker 

Prize-winning the White Tiger. In addition to exploring deep subjects like “neocolonialism, 

globalization, and clash of tradition with progress,’’ Adiga’s works usually focus on 

“marginalized individuals.”( Deepak 1) 

 

As a novel that challenges international migration systems and the vulnerability of 

undocumented workers, Amnesty has been extensively studied by academics. Adiga's 

portrayal of migrants as people caught between legal exclusion and economic need is 

criticized by many. Danny, the main character, is a prime example of the circumstances of 

the contemporary precariat, a phrase used to characterize individuals who lack social 

benefits and have unstable employment. The novel's postcolonial aspects have also been 

emphasized by critics. Danny bears the historical weight of ethnic violence and colonial 

strife as a Tamil immigrant from Sri Lanka. His uprooting is representative of the larger 

experiences of diasporic groups that relocate as a result of political unrest or conflict. 

Adiga illustrates how the effects of colonialism still influence migration patterns around the 

world through Danny's recollections of Sri Lanka and his life in Australia. 

 

 

https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-853
https://oxfordre.com/internationalstudies/display/10.1093/acrefore/9780190846626.001.0001/acrefore-9780190846626-e-853
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Amnesties are legal or policy measures to bar ongoing or future criminal 

investigations or prosecutions for specified crimes or offenders. They have been used for 

millennia to resolve political crises and ongoing conflicts within and between states. This 

means that they are a common feature of peace agreements and are often integrated into 

processes to encourage armed groups to surrender or to encourage perpetrators to disclose 

the truth of their actions.The psychological effects of invisibility are another significant 

topic that academics have addressed. Avoiding attention is the center of Danny's existence. 

He does solely cash-based jobs that leave no formal trace of his presence, and he resides in 

a storeroom behind a grocery store. He is shielded from authorities by his invisibility, but it 

also causes him to disappear from society. Danny consequently suffers from severe 

loneliness and anxiety. 

 

The novel's criticism of neoliberal capitalism has also been recognized by 

academics. Danny and other migrants work vital jobs that sustain urban economies, but 

they are not granted the same rights and benefits as residents. Because illegal workers are 

unable to file complaints or demand fair compensation, employers take advantage of their 

vulnerabilities. The systemic injustices ingrained in international economic systems are 

reflected in this exploitation.The current study broadens previous interpretations of the 

novel by integrating Periyar's notion of self-respect into this analysis. Examining Danny's 

moral battle via the lens of dignity and self-respect exposes the ethical aspect of his 

activities, whereas prior study has concentrated on economic exploitation and legal 

liminality. 

 

Migrant Precarity and Economic Exploitation 

The exploitation of illegal workers in the unofficial labor market is one of the main 

themes of Amnesty. Danny works as a cleaner, doing physically taxing jobs for little 

money. He cannot demand safe working conditions or fair remuneration because he does 

not have the necessary legal papers. Employers take advantage of this weakness by giving 

him difficult or dangerous jobs that people would decline. This type of labor exploitation is 

a reflection of larger trends in international capitalism. Undocumented workers are 

employed in low-paying occupations in industries including construction, cleaning, and 

agricultural in many developed nations. Despite providing vital services, these employees 

are not included in official economic statistics. 
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Danny is an example of exploitation that goes beyond economic disparity. 

Employers frequently treat him disrespectfully, believing that he must put up with 

humiliation. When Dr Prakash demands that Danny clean his flat following Radha's 

murder, the disparity in power between employer and employee is particularly apparent. 

Prakash employs subtle threats to secure Danny's cooperation, knowing that he is 

undocumented. These circumstances show how unauthorized immigrants get into a 

dependency cycle. They must put up with mistreatment because they need a job, and they 

are afraid of being deported, which keeps them from pursuing justice. Adiga uses Danny's 

experiences to highlight the hidden human cost of economic structures that put profit ahead 

of people's dignity. 

 

Invisibility and Social Erasure 

Undocumented migrants are not only economically exploited but also socially 

invisible. Being vigilant all the time defines Danny's existence. He keeps a close eye on 

how he acts in public and steers clear of situations that could draw notice from the 

authorities.Adiga emphasizes this invisibility through a number of storytelling strategies. 

Danny frequently watches people from a distance, evaluating their facial expressions and 

behaviors to avoid being spotted. The dichotomy of living without documentation is 

highlighted by this hyper-awareness: migrants must continuously observe society while 

making sure that it does not notice them. 

 

Danny's relationships are also impacted by his invisibility. Even though Sonja, his 

girlfriend, is one of the few people who is aware of his circumstances, their connection is 

nonetheless characterized by ambiguity and mystery. Danny finds it difficult to express his 

worries to her and to see a secure future with her. Institutions like government offices, 

banks, and hospitals are also subject to this social erasure. Danny is unable to obtain 

essential services that many take for granted since he does not have legal identification. 

Heconsequently exists outside of the social institutions that establish a sense of 

belonging.Readers are prompted to acknowledge the unseen lives that support 

contemporary cities by Adiga's depiction of invisibility. Danny and other migrants’ clean 

public areas, workplaces, and apartments, but their existence is still mostly ignored. 

 

Periyar’s Principle of Self-Respect and Migrant Dignity 

E. V. Ramasamy's Self-Respect ideology places a strong emphasis on equality, 

dignity, and defiance of authoritarian structures. People must reject social hierarchies that 
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deprive them of respect and human value, according to Periyar. The concept of self-respect 

can be applied to different types of marginalization, even though his views were mainly 

aimed at combating caste discrimination. A similar pursuit of dignity is reflected in 

Danny's battle in Amnesty. He refuses to totally give up his moral principles even though 

he lives in poverty and dread. His choice to disclose the murder shows a commitment to 

moral duty that goes beyond his vulnerability. 

 

According to Periyar's philosophy, Danny's behavior is an example of self-respect. 

He expresses his humanity in a system that seeks to turn him into an unseen worker by 

choosing justice over silence. The ruling upholds his dignity as a moral agent even though 

it eventually results in his expulsion. According to Periyar, real social change starts when 

people confront the systems that oppress them. Despite its modest scope, Danny's decision 

highlights the unfairness of immigration laws that deny immigrants the rights they need to 

fully engage in society.  

 

Psychological Alienation and Identity Crisis 

The psychological strain of being an unauthorized immigrant is severe. Danny is 

always afraid that a small error could reveal his identity and result in expulsion. From the 

routes he takes to work to the interactions he has with strangers, this fear permeates every 

part of his everyday existence. Adiga illustrates the emotional weight faced by refugees 

through memories. Danny recalls the political persecution and torture he endured in Sri 

Lanka. His uneasiness is heightened by these recollections, which serve as a reminder that 

going back home can be just as risky. 

 

A continuing identity crisis is brought on by the conflict between current insecurity 

and prior trauma. Danny can't claim Australia as his home, yet he no longer truly belongs 

to Sri Lanka. The larger struggles of diasporic cultures to balance numerous identities are 

reflected in this feeling of displacement. Adiga illustrates the emotional complexity of 

migrant life through Danny's inner monologues. Beneath the surface of everyday duties, 

fear, hope, and moral obligation are constantly negotiated. 

 

Global Migration and the Politics of Borders 

Migration has emerged as a key social and political concern in the modern world. 

People are migrating across borders in greater numbers due to political persecution, 

environmental catastrophes, economic injustice, and war. Nonetheless, there remains 
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unequal access to safe and legal migration. Richer countries frequently impose stringent 

border controls to restrict the flow of individuals from the Global South. Some people 

benefit from freedom of movement while others encounter obstacles, incarceration, or 

deportation as a result of these institutions' creation of a hierarchy of mobility. 

 

Aravind Adiga depicts the real-world effects of these draconian immigration laws 

in Amnesty. This paper shows that immigration laws influence the daily lives of 

immigrants residing in host nations in addition to regulating borders. Due to his lack of 

documentation, Danny must travel around Sydney with caution because he is always on the 

lookout for any encounter with law enforcement that can result in his incarceration. 

 

Additionally, the politics of borders create a suspicious atmosphere in society. 

People are urged to see immigrants as possible dangers to economic stability or national 

security. The contributions immigrants make to the social and economic lives of their home 

nations are frequently overlooked in this narrative. By depicting Danny as a diligent worker 

whose laborsustains the urban economy, Adiga's book questions such presumptions. The 

essay criticizes the moral inconsistencies of societies that both criminalize migrants and 

rely on migrant labor through this portrayal. 

 

The Informal Economy and Migrant Labor 

Undocumented immigrants frequently join the uncontrolled, mostly undetectable 

informal sector. Danny cleans offices and private residences to make ends meet in 

Amnesty. Instead,then using established employment agencies, these positions are secured 

through unofficial networks. Danny is unable to sign contracts or request fair compensation 

since he does not have the necessary paperwork. By avoiding taxes, insurance, and 

workers' rights safeguards, the informal sector helps firms save labor expenses. Danny and 

other migrants become a flexible and inexpensive labor force, carrying out vital jobs that 

keep cities running well. However, they are unable to obtain legal protection due to the 

same invisibility that enables them to work. 

 

The protagonist Adiga depicts the mental and physical tiredness that comes with 

this work. Danny must work late hours, handle heavy equipment, and scrub bathrooms as 

part of the physically taxing and repetitious nature of cleaning labor. Employers don't 

recognize or acknowledge him in spite of these difficulties. This dynamic demonstrates 

how migrants hold the lowest places in social hierarchies, which are reinforced by the 
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informaleconomy.  

  

Furthermore, undocumented workers may endure psychological strain in addition 

to poor pay as forms of exploitation. If they don't comply with outrageous requests, 

employers may threaten to report them to immigration authorities. In this sense, the fear of 

deportation turns into a control mechanism in the job market. 

 

Surveillance and the Fear of Detection 

Surveillance is another important aspect of migrant precarity. To keep an eye on 

migrants and uphold immigration regulations, modern states employ a variety of 

technologies and administrative processes. Undocumented people are forced to stay 

vigilant in order to escape detection as a result of these tactics. Danny's existence in 

Amnesty is centered on deception techniques. He stays away from immigration officers, 

police officers, and even hospitals where they might request identification. Adiga illustrates 

the psychological strain of being watched all the time. Danny closely observes how those 

around him behave in an effort to foresee possible threats before they materialize. 

 

Everyday places like trains, streets, and public buildings become anxiety-inducing 

due to this hyper-awareness. For undocumented migrants, the everyday rhythms of urban 

life become dangerous. Danny's standing could be revealed by something as easy as talking 

to a stranger.  

The novel illustrates through these accounts how immigration systems influence 

psychological and emotional experiences in addition to legal frameworks. Migrants feel 

forced to remove themselves from public life because of the sense of invisibility that 

surveillance fosters.  

 

Identity, Disguise, and Cultural Adaptation 

Danny uses changing his appearance and behavior to fit in with Australian society 

as a survival tactic. When he speaks to strangers, he mimics an Australian accent and paints 

his hair blonde. These disguises highlight the difficult process of cultural adjustment that 

immigrants must go through. But these tactics also highlight the conflict between identity 

and assimilation. Danny uses various disguises in an effort to evade prejudice and 

suspicion. However, these acts separate him from his initial identity as a Tamil from Sri 

Lanka. 
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This paper examines more general issues of belonging through this tension. In 

order to be accepted, migrants frequently face pressure to fit in with prevailing cultural 

standards. Danny's introspection illustrates the psychological cost of this identity conflict. 

He recalls his time in Sri Lanka, including his schooling and future goals. But in Australia, 

the need to survive has taken the place of these aspirations. The personal cost of relocation 

is highlighted by the difference between hiscurrent situation and his previousaspirations.  

 

Community, Isolation, and Migrant Networks 

Although community networks are a common source of assistance for migrants, 

these connections can also be delicate and complex. Danny occasionally meets other 

undocumented migrants in Amnesty, including as at the Glebe library. These people 

exchange information about immigration raids and employment prospects. Danny is still 

wary of putting his trust in people despite these exchanges. Close friendships are 

discouraged by the fear of betrayal or unintentional exposure. Undocumented migrants feel 

more alone as a result of this mistrust. 

 

This article provides an example of how migration upends established social 

institutions. Migrants struggle to build new relationships in strange places while being cut 

off from their relatives and communities back home. They frequently experience emotional 

loneliness as a result. This loneliness is somewhat lessened by Danny's relationship with 

his girlfriend Sonja. However, full transparency between them is impossible due to the 

secrecy surrounding his illegal status. As a result, their relationship illustrates how 

immigration laws restrict intimate relationships.  

 

Periyar’s Principle of Self-Respect and Migrant Dignity 

E. V. Ramasamy's philosophy of self-respect provides a crucial context for 

comprehending Danny's moral dilemma. People must reject systems that deprive them of 

equality or dignity, according to Periyar. His Self-Respect Movement aimed to empower 

marginalized populations and question social hierarchies. The concept of self-respect is 

global, even ifPeriyar's views originated in the context of caste discrimination in India. 

Danny and other migrants encounter marginalization in ways similar to other types of 

social exclusion. Because of their legal position, they are frequently viewed as inferior or 

disposable. 
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Despite his fragility, Danny's choice to report the crime shows a dedication to 

moral integrity. He affirms his human dignity by opting for justice over silence. Periyar's 

emphasis on self-respect as a means of resisting injustice is consistent with this deed.  

Additionally, the idea of self-respect pushes cultures to acknowledge the humanity of those 

who are marginalized. It is morally unacceptable to deny migrants rights and recognition if 

they have the same moral capacity as citizens.  

 

Ethical Responsibility and Moral Courage 

Danny's moral quandary is the main source of conflict in Amnesty. He has to 

choose whether to report Dr. Prakash's role in the murder of Radha Thomas. The possibility 

of deportation complicates this choice. Adiga examines the connection between social 

marginalization and ethical duty using this scenario. Danny feels bound to preserve moral 

standards despite living in a world that does not recognize him legally. In the end, Danny 

decides to call the police, acknowledging that he might be deported. This choice 

exemplifies moral bravery and draws attention to the moral complexity of immigrant 

situations. Instead of depicting Danny as a hero, Adiga shows him as a regular person who 

struggles to strike a balance between fear and conscience.  

 

The author implies through this story that moral behavior can arise even in 

repressive circumstances. Danny's decision highlights the irony of institutions that deny 

immigrants fundamental rights while expecting them to act responsibly.  

 

Symbolism and Urban Landscape 

Throughout Amnesty, Adiga uses a number of symbols to highlight Danny's 

unstable life. Sydney's urban environment serves as a symbol for socioeconomic injustice. 

The hidden areas where migrants live and work stand in stark contrast to the opulent 

buildings and wealthy neighborhoods.  

 

The Coca-Cola sign that Danny sees while travelling throughout the city is one 

recurrent emblem. The sign serves as a reminder to readers of the economic factors 

influencing migratory patterns by symbolizing global capitalism and consumer culture.This 

paper also features birds, including cockatoos, which stand for mobility and freedom. 

Danny's limited mobility as an unauthorized immigrant stands in stark contrast to these 

pictures. Danny is still confined by immigration regulations, whereas birds are free to fly 

across borders.  
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The novel's criticism of contemporary metropolitan civilizations that embrace diversity and 

riches while hiding severe social injustices is strengthened by these symbolic components. 

 

Migration, Justice, and the Question of Belonging 

In the conclusion, Amnesty brings up important issues regarding justice and social 

inclusion in modern communities. Danny and other immigrants contribute to the cultural 

and economic vitality of their host nations, yet they are still not allowed to fully engage in 

civic life.  

  

 Societies that profit from migrant labor must also address the moral ramifications 

of denying migrants status and rights. Danny's narrative shows that undocumented 

immigrants are more than just numbers or political problems. They are people with hopes, 

anxieties, and moral principles. It is necessary to go beyond oversimplified accounts of 

legality and illegality in order to acknowledge their humanity. 

 

Conclusion 

In this research article Amnesty provides a thorough examination of migrant 

precarity in modern society. The novel highlights the psychological pain, exploitation, and 

invisibility of illegal migrants via Danny's journey. Danny's moral predicament draws 

attention to the inconsistencies in immigration laws that require moral behavior from those 

who are denied social recognition and legal rights. Even in the face of personal tragedy, his 

choice to report the murder is a potent declaration of human dignity. 

 

This analysis highlights the significance of equality and dignity in comprehending 

migrant experiences by integrating E. V. Ramasamy's notion of self-respect. Danny's 

behaviorsshow how self-respect can be used to oppose structures that try to silence the 

voices of the marginalized. In the end, Amnesty urges readers to reevaluate societymoral 

obligations to refugees. If the labor of undocumented workers is essential to modern 

economies, then justice necessitates recognizing their humanity and affording them the 

rights required for a life of dignity. 
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