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Abstract 

The teaching of Tamil in engineering and other non-language disciplines presents unique 

pedagogical challenges, particularly in engaging students whose primary focus lies outside 

the humanities. Traditional teacher-centered approaches often fail to motivate such 

learners, resulting in low participation and limited language proficiency. This paper 

explores student-centered approaches as an effective alternative for teaching Tamil to non-

language majors. It examines various pedagogical strategies, including collaborative 

learning, experiential methods, technology integration, and outcome-based education 

frameworks. The study highlights how these approaches foster active engagement, critical 

thinking, and practical language skills. Through qualitative observations and pedagogical 

analysis, the paper demonstrates that student-centered methods significantly improve 

learning outcomes and cultural appreciation. The findings suggest that curriculum 

designers and educators must adopt flexible, interactive teaching models to make Tamil 

learning meaningful in technical and professional contexts. 
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1. Introduction 

Language plays a crucial role in shaping cognitive development, cultural identity, and 

communication skills. In multilingual societies like India, regional languages such as Tamil 

are not merely tools of communication but repositories of history, tradition, and intellectual 

heritage. Despite its classical status and cultural richness, the teaching of Tamil in 

engineering and other non-language disciplines often faces considerable challenges in 

terms of relevance, engagement, and effectiveness. 

Engineering education is primarily oriented toward technical proficiency, innovation, and 

problem-solving skills. As a result, language courses, including Tamil, are frequently 

perceived by students as peripheral or non-essential components of their academic journey. 

This perception is further reinforced by conventional teaching methodologies that rely 

heavily on lecture-based instruction, memorization, and examination-oriented learning. 

Such approaches fail to capture the interest of students who are accustomed to interactive, 

application-based learning environments in their core subjects. 

In recent years, there has been a growing recognition of the importance of holistic 

education, which integrates language, communication, and cultural awareness with 

technical expertise. Effective communication skills are essential for engineers, not only in 

professional settings but also in social and cultural contexts. Tamil, as a language of 

regional significance, plays an important role in enabling students to connect with local 

communities, workplace environments, and societal issues. 

The shift from teacher-centered to student-centered learning has emerged as a significant 

development in modern pedagogy. Student-centered approaches prioritize the active 

involvement of learners, encouraging them to take responsibility for their own learning. 

These approaches emphasize interaction, collaboration, critical thinking, and real-world 

application, making them particularly suitable for teaching languages to non-language 

majors. 

In the context of Tamil language education, adopting student-centered methods can 

transform the classroom into an engaging and dynamic learning space. Instead of passively 

receiving information, students participate in discussions, group activities, projects, and 

experiential learning tasks. This not only enhances their language proficiency but also 

fosters a deeper appreciation of Tamil culture and literature. 

Furthermore, advancements in technology have opened new avenues for language teaching. 

Digital tools, multimedia resources, and online platforms can be effectively integrated into 

student-centered learning environments to enhance accessibility and engagement. For 

instance, students can explore Tamil literature through digital archives, participate in online 



 

 

SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal;Impact Factor:8.337(SJIF)   

ISSN: 2581-8333|Volume 8, Issue-4(April);2026 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

442 

discussions, or use language learning applications to improve their skills. 

Another important aspect of student-centered learning is its alignment with outcome-based 

education (OBE), which is widely adopted in engineering institutions. OBE focuses on 

achieving specific learning outcomes that are measurable and relevant to real-world 

applications. By incorporating student-centered approaches, Tamil language courses can be 

designed to meet these outcomes, ensuring that students acquire practical communication 

skills and cultural competencies. 

Despite the potential benefits, the implementation of student-centered approaches in Tamil 

language teaching is not without challenges. Factors such as large class sizes, limited 

instructional time, and lack of training for educators can hinder effective adoption. 

Therefore, it is essential to develop structured pedagogical frameworks that address these 

challenges while maximizing the advantages of student-centered learning. 

This paper seeks to explore the application of student-centered approaches in teaching 

Tamil to non-language majors, particularly in engineering colleges. It aims to identify 

effective strategies, analyze their impact on student engagement and learning outcomes, 

and provide recommendations for improving Tamil language pedagogy in technical 

education settings. 

2. Objectives of the Study 

The primary objectives of this research are: 

 To analyze the limitations of traditional teaching methods in Tamil language 

instruction  

 To explore various student-centered teaching strategies suitable for non-language 

majors  

 To evaluate the impact of these approaches on student engagement and learning 

outcomes  

 To propose a pedagogical framework for effective Tamil language teaching in 

engineering institutions  

3. Literature Review 

The concept of student-centered learning has been widely discussed in modern educational 

theory. Scholars emphasize that learning becomes more effective when students actively 

participate in the process rather than passively receiving information. 

Constructivist theory suggests that learners construct knowledge through experience and 

interaction. In the context of language education, this implies that students should engage 

in meaningful communication, problem-solving, and collaborative activities. 

Research in second language acquisition highlights the importance of context, motivation, 
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and interaction in developing language skills. Studies have shown that students learn 

languages more effectively when they are given opportunities to use them in practical 

situations. 

In Tamil language education, however, research on student-centered approaches remains 

limited, especially in technical institutions. Most existing studies focus on literature-based 

instruction or traditional grammar teaching. 

This paper seeks to bridge this gap by applying modern pedagogical theories to Tamil 

language teaching for non-language majors. 

4. Challenges in Teaching Tamil to Non-Language Majors 

Teaching Tamil in engineering colleges involves several challenges: 

4.1 Lack of Interest 

Students often prioritize technical subjects over language courses, leading to low 

motivation. 

4.2 Diverse Language Backgrounds 

Students may come from different linguistic backgrounds, making it difficult to adopt a 

uniform teaching approach. 

4.3 Limited Contact Hours 

Tamil is usually allotted fewer hours in the curriculum, restricting in-depth learning. 

4.4 Traditional Teaching Methods 

Lecture-based teaching does not encourage active participation or practical usage. 

4.5 Perceived Irrelevance 

Students may not see the connection between Tamil learning and their professional goals. 

These challenges necessitate innovative teaching methods that can make Tamil learning 

more engaging and relevant. 

5. Student-Centered Learning: Concept and Principles 

Student-centered learning shifts the focus from the teacher to the learner. It is based on the 

following principles: 

 Active participation  

 Collaborative learning  

 Experiential learning  

 Flexibility in teaching methods  

 Focus on individual learning needs  

In this approach, the teacher acts as a facilitator rather than a knowledge provider. Students 

are encouraged to explore, interact, and construct knowledge through activities and 

discussions. 
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6. Student-Centered Approaches in Teaching Tamil 

6.1 Collaborative Learning 

Group activities such as discussions, debates, and peer teaching help students engage with 

the language actively. For example, students can work in groups to analyze Tamil texts or 

create presentations. 

6.2 Activity-Based Learning 

Activities such as role-plays, storytelling, and language games make learning interactive 

and enjoyable. These activities encourage students to use Tamil in real-life contexts. 

6.3 Project-Based Learning 

Students can undertake projects related to Tamil culture, literature, or language 

applications. For instance, creating a digital archive of Tamil proverbs or analyzing Tamil 

usage in media. 

6.4 Technology Integration 

Digital tools and platforms can enhance language learning. Multimedia content, online 

quizzes, and language apps make learning more accessible and engaging. 

6.5 Experiential Learning 

Field visits, cultural events, and community interactions provide real-world exposure to 

Tamil language and culture. 

6.6 Outcome-Based Education (OBE) 

Clearly defined learning outcomes help students understand the purpose of learning Tamil. 

Assessment methods are aligned with these outcomes to ensure effectiveness. 

7. Implementation Strategies 

To successfully implement student-centered approaches, the following strategies are 

recommended: 

 Designing interactive lesson plans  

 Incorporating multimedia resources  

 Encouraging student participation through continuous assessment  

 Providing feedback and guidance  

 Adapting teaching methods to student needs  

8. Impact on Learning Outcomes 

Student-centered approaches have several positive impacts: 

8.1 Increased Engagement 

Students participate more actively in class activities. 

8.2 Improved Language Skills 

Practical usage enhances speaking, reading, and writing abilities. 
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8.3 Enhanced Critical Thinking 

Interactive learning encourages analysis and creativity. 

8.4 Cultural Awareness 

Students develop a deeper appreciation of Tamil heritage. 

8.5 Better Academic Performance 

Continuous assessment and active learning lead to improved results. 

9. Discussion 

The shift from teacher-centered to student-centered learning represents a significant 

transformation in Tamil language education. While traditional methods focus on content 

delivery, student-centered approaches emphasize learning processes and outcomes. 

However, implementing these methods requires careful planning, teacher training, and 

institutional support. Challenges such as large class sizes and limited resources must be 

addressed to ensure success. 

10. Recommendations 

 Provide training for teachers in modern pedagogical methods  

 Integrate technology into language teaching  

 Design interdisciplinary curricula linking Tamil with technical subjects  

 Encourage research in Tamil pedagogy  

 Develop assessment methods that reflect practical language skills  

11. Conclusion 

The teaching of Tamil to non-language majors, especially in engineering colleges, requires 

a fundamental shift in pedagogical approach to address the evolving needs and expectations 

of students. Traditional teacher-centered methods, while effective in certain contexts, are 

increasingly inadequate in engaging learners who are accustomed to interactive and 

application-oriented educational environments. This study has highlighted the potential of 

student-centered approaches in transforming Tamil language education into a more 

dynamic, relevant, and impactful experience. 

Student-centered learning places the learner at the heart of the educational process, 

fostering active participation, collaboration, and critical thinking. By incorporating 

methods such as collaborative learning, project-based activities, experiential learning, and 

technology integration, educators can create a more engaging and meaningful learning 

environment. These approaches not only enhance language proficiency but also encourage 

students to develop essential skills such as communication, creativity, and problem-

solving. 

One of the key findings of this study is that student-centered approaches significantly 
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improve student motivation and engagement. When students are given opportunities to 

participate actively in the learning process, they are more likely to develop a positive 

attitude toward the subject. This is particularly important in the context of Tamil language 

education, where students may initially perceive the subject as less relevant to their 

academic and professional goals. 

Moreover, the integration of real-world applications and interdisciplinary connections helps 

students understand the practical value of learning Tamil. For instance, communication 

skills in Tamil can be beneficial in workplace interactions, community engagement, and 

professional networking within regional contexts. By aligning language learning with 

students’ personal and professional aspirations, educators can make Tamil education more 

meaningful and impactful. 

The role of technology in facilitating student-centered learning cannot be overstated. 

Digital tools and multimedia resources provide innovative ways to present content, assess 

learning, and engage students. Online platforms enable collaborative learning beyond the 

classroom, while language applications offer personalized learning experiences. The 

effective use of technology can bridge the gap between traditional language teaching and 

modern educational practices. 

However, the successful implementation of student-centered approaches requires 

institutional support, adequate resources, and continuous professional development for 

educators. Teachers need to be trained in designing and facilitating interactive learning 

activities, assessing student performance in non-traditional ways, and adapting to diverse 

learning needs. Institutions must also provide the necessary infrastructure and flexibility to 

support innovative teaching methods. 

Another important consideration is the need for curriculum reform. Tamil language courses 

in engineering colleges should be redesigned to incorporate student-centered 

methodologies and align with outcome-based education frameworks. This includes 

defining clear learning outcomes, developing relevant course materials, and adopting 

assessment methods that reflect practical language skills. 

In conclusion, student-centered approaches offer a promising pathway for enhancing the 

effectiveness of Tamil language teaching for non-language majors. By shifting the focus 

from teaching to learning, these approaches empower students to take ownership of their 

educational journey, develop meaningful language skills, and appreciate the cultural 

richness of Tamil. The adoption of such approaches can contribute to a more holistic 

educational experience, preparing students not only as competent professionals but also as 

culturally aware and socially responsible individuals. 
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Future research can further explore the application of student-centered methods in different 

institutional contexts, assess their long-term impact on learning outcomes, and develop 

innovative pedagogical models tailored to Tamil language education. With continued 

efforts and collaboration among educators, researchers, and institutions, Tamil language 

teaching can be revitalized to meet the demands of contemporary education. 

 

 

 

Works Cited 
Brown, H. Douglas. Principles of Language Learning and Teaching. Pearson Education, 

2007. 
Richards, Jack C. Communicative Language Teaching Today. Cambridge University Press, 

2006. 

Kumaravadivelu, B. Beyond Methods: Macrostrategies for Language Teaching. Yale 
University Press, 2003. 

Vygotsky, Lev S. Mind in Society: The Development of Higher Psychological Processes. 

Harvard University Press, 1978. 
Piaget, Jean. The Origins of Intelligence in Children. International Universities Press, 1952. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Student-Centered Approaches in Teaching Tamil for Non-Language Majors
	Dr. M. Sankaralagu
	Associate Professor of Tamil
	NPR College of Engineering and Technology
	Natham
	Abstract
	1. Introduction
	2. Objectives of the Study
	3. Literature Review
	4. Challenges in Teaching Tamil to Non-Language Majors
	4.1 Lack of Interest
	4.2 Diverse Language Backgrounds
	4.3 Limited Contact Hours
	4.4 Traditional Teaching Methods
	4.5 Perceived Irrelevance

	5. Student-Centered Learning: Concept and Principles
	6. Student-Centered Approaches in Teaching Tamil
	6.1 Collaborative Learning
	6.2 Activity-Based Learning
	6.3 Project-Based Learning
	6.4 Technology Integration
	6.5 Experiential Learning
	6.6 Outcome-Based Education (OBE)

	7. Implementation Strategies
	8. Impact on Learning Outcomes
	8.1 Increased Engagement
	8.2 Improved Language Skills
	8.3 Enhanced Critical Thinking
	8.4 Cultural Awareness
	8.5 Better Academic Performance

	9. Discussion
	10. Recommendations
	11. Conclusion


