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Abstract: 

Chetan Bhagat's views on socio-cultural change in the new Indian society suggest 
that  the rapid pace of urbanization has led to a transformation from shared, traditional 

patterns of  life towards more individual and consumption-based lifestyles. The social media 

and digital  media have brought Indian youth under global cultures, thoughts, and discourses, 
speeding up  the westernization and mixing of Indian culture. Change is initiated at the 

individual level; daily choices have become outward manifestations of deeper negotiations 

between the new and  the old, and youth are change agents; yet, the success of their endeavors 

depends on how they  negotiate between idealism and realism, particularly in morally 
unsavory areas. This paper  presents Bhagat's ‘Revolution 2020: Love, Corruption and 

Ambition’ as a microcosm of Indian  society, where traditional values and materialistic 

aspirations are often in conflict with one  another, leading to intricate moral negotiations. 
The ethics have been presented as break down  under the face of materialism and 

institutionalized corruption where youth are victims and  agents of change, they are trying to 

make moral negotiations between idealism and realism  within a morally adulterated society.   
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1. Introduction:  

The hegemonic state of the socio-cultural scenario is generating a conflictual  
relationship between moral questions and dominant forces (Turner 45), with well-established  

moral codes are facing the transformative pressure of global, technological, and socio-

cultural transformation (Robertson 22). The socio-cultural domain is changing the human 

perspective  related to modernity, where modernity as reason, secularity, individualism, and 
progressive  social relations challenge the stability of settled traditional moral bases on 
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religious dogma,  communal values, and practice embedded in culture (Giddens 14). Due to 

this transformation  from tradition to modernity, urbanization, family structure change, and 
sex roles reversed in  India have recast the moral concepts that distinguish lines between 

tradition and modernity,  which are becoming ever more diffuse (Nandy 55). This has 

produced what scholars have  called a "moral flux," (Kumar 118).  
 

The struggle between tradition and modernity can be observed in nearly every aspect  

of life; traditional frameworks based on religious texts, communal belonging, and a sense of  
collective identity still emphasize obligations, respect for hierarchical authority, and 

adherence  to culturally acquired norms (Singh). Modernity, on the other hand, adopts 

individual freedom,  reason, gender equality, and global interconnectedness, often 

questioning the legitimacy of  traditional norms ("Tharu Community: A Blend of Age-Old 
Culture and Modernity"). Youth  in urban India increasingly prefer live-in relationships, 

plural careers, and virtual  entrepreneurship, deviating from traditional expectations of 

arranged marriages, secure  government employment, and socially approved choices 
(Barman). Such a change is, however,  not one-way; many seek a synthesis, juxtaposing 

modern desires with selective traditional  values and promote consumerism ("Tharu 

Community: A Blend of Age-Old Culture and  Modernity"). Such a co-existence is typically 

fraught with contradictions, as modern ideologies  of freedom and equality often come into 
juxtaposition with deeply entrenched patriarchal  orders and conservative moral codes 

("Battle Between Modernity & Tradition"). The resulting  interaction between tradition and 

modernity has now become a distinguishing characteristic of  modern Indian society, where 
both forces negotiate identities, moral choices, and cultural narratives in complex, often 

contradictory forms ("Tradition vs. Modernity in Hindu Values").  

 
Chetan Bhagat, the commentator of the Indian society from the perspective of  

modernity as an ambiguous revolution, gives both opportunities and moral encounters in the  

post-liberalization period. His novels capture the youth ambition of a further emerging 

middle class, wherein globalization, urbanization, and technological advancement open the 
key to  education, careers, and personal freedom. Especially in Revolution 2020, Bhagat 

portrays  modernity as an active phenomenon, yet a morally charged force that transforms 

the socio cultural landscape of contemporary India. By interweaving the stories of Gopal, 
Raghav, and  Aarti, he illustrates how urban aspirations, consumerist dreams, and the 

commodification of  education redefine social success, focusing more on visibility and 

material success than on  moral values. Does modernity influence morality and traditional 
values in Chetan Bhagat’s narratives. For this, the study has following objectives-  

(i) To observe how love, corruption, and ambition shape the character's ethical dilemmas  

and personal choices.  

(ii) To unfold the conflict between the old values and the new goals expressed through the  
story.  

(iii) To judgmentally discuss the bargaining of morality and modernity in ‘Revolution 2020’  

through the scope of social-cultural transformation in India.  



SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal; Impact Factor: 8.175 (SJIF)  

ISSN: 2581-8333|Volume 7, Issue 10(October)2025 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

342 

(iv) To evaluate the role of Chetan Bhagat as a popular fiction writer in reflecting and  

significant current socio-cultural ethics.  

2. Literature review:  

The reviews of published research accentuate how socio-cultural changes are  

negotiated within Chetan Bhagat's novels. They focus on critical analysis of the prevailing  
scholarly literature, recognize its key areas of omission, and highlight the need and novelty 

of  the present research endeavour in assessing the sophisticated dynamic between morality 

and  modernity in ‘Revolution 2020’.  
 

Christy Paulina J, in the article “Cultural Impact in Chetan Bhagat’s Revolution 2020  

in a Postmodern Perspective”, explores the blending of entertainment with contemporary  

societal issues, such as corruption in education, ambition, love, moral compromise, 
emotional  isolation, and the increasing dominance of materialism. Jala Srilakshmi, in his 

article  “Examining the Contemporary Social Issues Through Chetan Bhagat’s Literary 

Lens”,  primarily focuses on portrayal of societal issues and their impact on Indian youth, 
that offers a  wide-ranging exploration of the acceptance, influence, and socio-cultural 

rightness in the  context of youth culture. Shailesh Kumar Pandey, in his research paper 

“Chetan Bhagat’s  Novels Effect on Youth Culture: An Examination of Acceptance, 

Persuasion, and Socio-cultural Importance”, explores that Chetan Bhagat’s novel has 
significantly influenced the  impact of Indian youth culture in terms of aspirations, identity, 

socio-cultural behavior  generational conflicts, and socio-economic challenges. Prof. Suzan 

Karkera, in the research  article “Exploration of Language, Culture, and Identity in Chetan 
Bhagat’s Revolution 2020  and Half Girlfriend”, explores the intersection of the English 

language, cultural identity, and  social status in Indian thoughts.  

 
R. Gobinath, in his research paper “Depiction of Societal Evils in Chetan Bhagat’s  

Revolution 2020”, focuses on the mechanical lives of young people and political problems 

in  India. His main focus is on the societal evils, particularly corruption, and he despicable 

aspects  of contemporary Indian society. Vimal A, in his article “Corruption and the Quest 
for Change:  A Study of Chetan Bhagat’s Social Commentary in Revolution 2020”, explores 

how  corruption, particularly within the educational sector, impacts society and reflects 

broader  systemic issues in a developing nation. It also encourages moral courage, awareness, 
and  resistance against systemic corruption. M. Krishna Veni, in the research paper “Societal  

Pressures on Youths: A Study on Chetan Bhagat’s Revolution 2020”, highlights the 

corruption  within politics and the education system, and the immense pressures faced by 
young people  regarding career choices and societal expectations. A. Gayathridevi, in her 

research article  “Social Imbalance in Chetan Bhagat’s Revolution 2020 and One Night @ 

the Call Center”,  explores the problems of imbalance in society, youth and media as 

powerful agencies to abolish  the corruption to beat the traditional system of society.   
 

E. Titus Livingston, in his research paper “Feministic Approach and Social Issues in  

Chetan Bhagat’s Select Novels”, explores the relationship of feminist issues with other  
problems such as corruption in education, political women in a rapidly urbanizing culture. 
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The  researcher observes that there is a clear comparison between tradition and modernity. 

Dr.  Joghee Senthilkumar, Mr. Bialfew Gizzie Lewoyehu and Mr. Kedir Botamo Adem, in 
their article “Evidences of Historical and Cultural Themes of Chetan Bhagat Spun in His 

Select  Novels”, depict the migration to cities as the transition from traditional customs to 

the modern  superficiality of urban life.  
 

The researchers found that the changing scenario of the contemporary society which  

is overwhelmed with youth ambitions, generational conflicts, corrupt educational system,  
materialism, digital platforms, feminism, and education; the education often shifts from 

being  social ideal to commodified ventures shaped by profit and loss.  

These articles lack a deeper focus on socio-cultural themes, globalization, and  consumerism. 

They lack the depiction of emotional trauma due to academic pressure, relationship failure, 
religious conflict, gender identity, public and private morality. There is a  lack of in-depth 

scholarly analysis on the cultural influence on youth attitudes, behaviour,  identity formation, 

and ethical development. Therefore, it becomes important to investigate the socio-cultural 
transformation where the negotiation of morality and modernity would be  explored.  

3. Methodology:  

The research employed the qualitative research methodology and socio-cultural  

perspective to conduct textual analysis and to find the transformation of socio-cultural ethics  
and the negotiation of morality, and the modernity in the ‘Revolution 2020: Love, Corruption  

and Ambition’ by Chetan Bhagat. It also follows the descriptive study of primary and  

secondary sources to trace out the form of transition in moral ethics due to modernity.   

4. Theoretical Framework:  

According to Kant, morality is characterized by the qualities of duties; thus, the best  

thing as a result of morality is that a person performs by his/her duty. He associates morality  
with goodwill, duty, and action; it is to be esteemed in itself, that ‘Will’ governs actions and  

intentions and ‘Good’ guides them by duty. As intentions are something hard to control, Kant  

identifies the processes of acting within the duty and acting out of duty (Wilburn). Moral  

standards are unbiased in that way and based on reasons that offer vision of an unbiased  
observer together with emotions like guilt, shame, or remorse in case it is violated. Ethics  

therefore needs to be universal among individuals that are in the same circumstances.  

 
Morality dissertation is also relevant in the present era where the standards of old 

ethics  are experiencing the demands of fast cultural and social transformation. The issue of 

modernity  has something to do with change in social activities, modernization and 
development.  According to Karl Marx, modernity is, “… a definite social relation between 

men, that assumes,  in their eyes, the fantastic form of a relation between things, … This I 

call the Fetishism … of  commodities” (Giddens 1). It is a state of swift social, political, and 

intellectual change which  started with Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution, that is 
associated with the growth of  progress, secularism and development of sciences and human 

liberty (Giddens 1-3). It makes  reason above tradition, innovation (Harvey 11) above 

continuity a change in life, politics,  economics, and culture (Morrison 45).  
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The moral-modernity antagonism is not painted as contrary but instead overlays and  cohabits 

with the tradition of culture and culture through a values and ethics systems of living system, 
which draw identity. India is based on morality within family system, and modernity  is 

believed to be prominent factor for change in ancient ideologies. This is reflected in 

interrelation and a continuing negotiation is created between the moral values and the 
demands  of the modern time. The emphasis on modernity on individualism and 

technological  advancements tends to uproot the conventional morality producing moral 

pluralism and moral  relativism. In this way, morality guarantees stability, change comes 
from modernity, and the  interplay and development between change and socio-cultural 

transition form an intersection.  

5. Analysis and Discussion:  

In ‘Revolution 2020’, Bhagat explores the diminishing moral values in a society 
where  competition, materialism, and superficial definitions of success are increasingly 

dominant and  are presented through several characters like Gopal, MLA Shukla ji, Bedi, 

and Mr. Shrivastava.  At its core, the character of Gopal is very significant who reflects the 
downfall in his morality  and ethics. He rose out of poverty and became wealthy not through 

great intelligence or hard  work, but by compromising his morals and aligning himself with 

corrupt political forces. To  study how Chetan Bhagat has depicted conflict between morality 

and modernity and the  transition of ethical values into the 21st century, the following aspects 
are important-  

(i) The Erosion of Ethical Values in a Competitive and Materialistic Society In the socio-

cultural scenario, a rapid change has been noticed in the traditional values  that have been set 
in society. They are changing the way of dressing, promoting to live in  relationships, and 

facing conflicts in education due to a loss of ethical values as cultural ethics  have been 

delineated and materialistic ideology has been entertained, rather more importantly  than the 
values. In, ‘Revolution 2020’, Gopal asserts towards materialistic ideology, “Life is to  be 

enjoyed. Look at me, I will make four crores this year. What is the point if I don’t enjoy it?” 

(3).   

 
Chetan Bhagat effectively highlights the decline of moral values in the community 

that  is increasingly dominated by competition, materialism, and a shallow vision of success. 

Gopal  takes a morally reprehensible route, including politicking, bribery, and land scams, 
to open an  ambitious coaching institute. Gopal says, “We hadn’t earned a rupee of revenue 

yet. We had  spent six crores already on construction, equipment, faculty, and of course, 

fixing government  officials” (166). He highlights the extent to which unethical behaviour is 
entrenched in  institutional systems where up-and-coming entrepreneurs feel forced to 

sacrifice their values  to achieve success. It reflects a wider societal change where success is 

judged for being based  on wealth and status, and not on ethical behaviour or integrity. The 

education industry, depicted  as a business opportunity instead of an altruistic endeavour; it 
becomes emblematic of how far  moral standards have declined. Students are categorized as 

products, parents as investors, and  coaching centres as profit-generating factories. 

Bureaucrats and government officials, rather than upholding justice, have become willing 
victims of the bribery game, and ethics have  become merely an inhibiting factor on their 



SP Publications 

International Journal Of English and Studies (IJOES) 
An International Peer-Reviewed and Refereed Journal; Impact Factor: 8.175 (SJIF)  

ISSN: 2581-8333|Volume 7, Issue 10(October)2025 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

345 

way to advance their interests. Gopal says, “No,  any government work, especially in 

education, requires a fee. Get used to it. He then listed out  the palms we had to grease in 
order to open a place to teach kids in our country…Shukla-ji’s  

connections and a generous envelope would do the trick” (138).  

 
Chetan Bhagat employs Gopal's experience to reveal the systemic failures and moral  

degradation; he shows the plight of their rise in power and wealth. Gopal mocks Raghav by  

saying, “you can try again next year", is sitting in a Mercedes. You have a broken printing  
press. And you think you are handsome, right? Well, soon I will make your girlfriend mine.  

The girl you stole from me!” (244). Here, wealth becomes a tool of humiliation and power,  

while ethical values are reduced significantly. The conflict is also noticed in relationships, 

as  friendship is being overtaken by love. Youth are choosing their own path to achieve 
success,  but they lack the strength and confidence to face hurdles and to overcome their fear 

of failure.  Their dedication, which is generally inspired by ethics, is absent.   

 
In addition to the main characters, other characters also remind us about the problem 

of  the corrosion of values. Gopal’s father, a straightforward guy, symbolizes the old code of  

morality, where even honesty, sweat, and education were considered social uplifters. The  

premature death of those ideals becomes a representation of their fall before an unjust and  
corrupt system. Shukla is the incarnation of the political machine operating on bribery and  

exploitation, and by adopting Gopal into his network of corruption, he, in fact, shows that 

the  system is rewarding and promotes fraud. Professor Shrivastava, the authority who 
decides the  course of the education system, stands out as a figure of submissiveness who 

cannot resist the  power of political and financial persuasion, as corruption induces even the 

academic sphere.   
(ii) Conflicted Identities and Emotional Alienation in Post-liberalized India Emotional 

alienation is the condition in which people become remote from their  feelings and relations. 

It tends to develop as a defense against trauma, pressure, or socio cultural demands, and 

results in the numbness of emotions (Seeman 784). Although it provides  short-term comfort, 
it reduces self-awareness, disrupts intimacy, and renders one prone to  disorders such as 

depression and anxiety. Existential psychologists like Erich Fromm consider  alienation as a 

deep isolation from people and one's very self, characteristic of contemporary  society. This 
alienation compartmentalizes individual identity, and anxiety and inner struggle  ensue (120-

121). In ‘Revolution 2020’, Chetan Bhagat portrays fractured identities and  affective 

dislocations that reflect the psychological impact of a rapidly transforming and post 
liberalized India. Liberalization created avenues for mobility and consumption, but the youth  

are still split between established morality and higher ambitions. Aarti exemplifies the 

dilemma  when she comments that her parents could never let her become an airline hostess 

and  humorously considers becoming a "boat hostess" off Varanasi (153). The quip highlights 
the  extent to which aspirations of women are constrained by their families and social ties in 

small  cities.  
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Aarti personified Gopal that he was born into poverty, yearns for affluence and status  

as an avenue for escape. When he can't gain admission to an affluent college, he settles on 
an  ethically compromised roadmap to material prosperity. His confession, “Money, status 

and  power- however evil people may say these are- get you respect in life” (207), reveals a 

culture  where material success supersedes moral integrity. But his subsequent question to 
Bhagat, "Put  your hand on your heart, and tell me, am I a good man?" (294-295), betrays 

his broken identity:  externally successful but internally tormented and isolated.  

 
Whereas Raghav turns toward activism and ethical journalism, he opposes 

corruption  but alienates himself from the mass public and overtaxes interpersonal relations. 

Gopal's  previous statement, “Who is going to fucking cry for me? If I live, I want to enjoy. 

If I die, who  cares?” (5), illustrates the affectual detachment of those for whom the quest for 
pleasure  conceals callousness toward life and society.  

 

Emotional indecision is also present for Aarti, caught between affection for Gopal 
and  duty toward Raghav. When she refuses Gopal's kisses, “She didn't kiss me back. She 

didn’t  move away either. But soon- too soon- she pushed me away. ‘Gopal!’ she said” (203), 

her  reluctance mirrors the tension among the pull of desire, duty, and social protocol. 

Likewise,  her counsel toward Gopal, “Don’t waste your money on calls. We can chat in the 
evenings” (63), indicates a preference for unpretentious, everyday affection rather than 

exuberant  gestures. This mirrors the confluence of contemporary methods of communication 

and ancient  standards of restraint, revealing the extent to which relationship mediates among 
openness and  social decency. In these characters, Bhagat depicts the split selves of the post-

liberalized Indian  youth, and a conflict between aspiration and originality, prosperity and 

integrity, closeness and  distance to expose the ways that emotional detachment causes 
isolation, disorientation, and a  fractured sense of self.  

(iii) Gender, Morality, and the Burden of Social Expectations  

Gender roles are the socially accepted norms that tell people how they should behave,  

what they should say, how they should dress, and how they should appear depending on their  
assigned sex. Females tend to be expected to possess traits like politeness, nurturing, and  

modesty through traditionally feminine looks, while males are related to strength, 

assertiveness, and boldness. While such expectations exist across all societies, the shape they  
take changes from culture to culture and period to period. These changing expectations  

demonstrate how social values and morality are so entwined with gender roles that there is a  

disproportionate expectation placed on individuals to reflect culturally based virtues,  
respectability, and duty (Planned Parenthood). In Revolution 2020, Bhagat presents a 

realistic  picture of gender, morality, and social expectation most vividly in the person of 

Aarti and her  interactions with Gopal and Raghav; she symbolizes the predicament of 

contemporary Indian  women. She aspires to be an air hostess, but her parents demand she 
have a “good job, near  home” at Varanasi’s Ramada Hotel (171). Graduating partly to make 

them happy, she  confesses, “Dad insists I finish college before I try any of this air hostess 

business” (28, 58).  Along with professional restrictions, she is also subjected to continuous 
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pressure to get married:  “My parents are pressurizing me to get married. I can't battle them 

forever” (226).  
 

Her own decisions, though, are more sternly judged than those of the men around 

her.  Her concurrent relationships with both Gopal and Raghav are presented nearly as a 
moral  shortcoming, causing her to project self-guilt, “not easy being a girl. We feel guilty 

about  everything” (224), “I shouldn’t have cheated on him. I am a terrible person” (225). 

Such a  moral load differs from the view society holds toward the aspirations of the men, 
such as Gopal  and Raghav. For Gopal, money becomes the measure of one’s worth. He 

dreams of “being a  rich man” (16), considers his college to be “the best chance life offered” 

(150), and brags, “I  will make four crores in this year” (3) and wishes to be “a big man in 

life” (127), even if it  requires going against ethics. Raghav, however, opts for principle over 
materialism, sacrificing  a well-paying Infosys job for a lowly paid reporter’s job (149). His 

insistence on equanimity,  “one has to be fair and win. Else, what is the point of winning?” 

(131), eventually results in his  failure in politics, as he refuses to “horse-trade with other 
hostels” (131). Thus, while Gopal’s  greed and Raghav’s idealism are read as different but 

acceptable expressions of masculine  ambition, Aarti’s struggles are viewed almost entirely 

through the lens of morality and  emotional responsibility. The narrative critiques this 

imbalance, revealing the disproportionate  moral weight imposed on women and exposing 
the rigidity and hypocrisy of traditional social  expectations in modern Indian society.  

(iv) Resistance Through Alternative Voices: Media and Moral Activism Alternative 

voices give expression forms that subvert dominant knowledge systems,  new modes of 
interpreting language, culture, and identity (Hasnain). In today’s society, these  voices appear 

in self-determining media, online networking sites, and mass movements that  give voice to 

the marginalized. These spaces tend to connect with ethical activism, resisting established 
power arrangements and advocating social responsibility and justice. In Revolution  2020, 

Bhagat diagnoses this interaction through Raghav, who employs journalism as a means  of 

unmasking the corruption that is an inherent part of the interface between politics and  

education. His conviction in transforming for the better is evident: “Change journalism. Give  
it some teeth. I want to make a difference. Changing India for the better” (196). Moved by 

his  value-based upbringing, his father is an IITian and upright schoolteacher (23). Raghav 

hopes  to achieve “a revolution that resets our corrupt system” (205). His determination to 
tell the  truth, even in times of trouble- “I don't need to ask you how to do my job” (195), and 

his refusal  to be “bought” (239) place journalism as a countervailing moral force. Even his 

editor admits  this dual function: reporting impartially and acknowledging the press as a 
means for public  resistance (181–182). In contrast, Gopal falls prey to MLA Shukla’s 

patronage, accepting  political favours in order to open his college. His statemen “I like 

money” (198) and brash  tallying of the bribes expended- “Seventy-two lakhs, twenty-three 

thousand and four hundred  rupees” (141), demonstrate collusion with systemic corruption. 
Shukla’s boast, “We don’t fix  cases. We fix the people in the cases” (125), defines the 

cynical machinery of power that  Raghav resists.  
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Through these characters, Bhagat portrays resistance in multiple registers- Raghav’s  

overt activism through media, Gopal’s surrender to corruption, and Aarti’s hesitant  
negotiations with social expectations. Together, they reveal how alternative voices arise not  

only through organized activism but also through everyday moral choices and subtle acts of  

resistance, challenging the corruption and moral decay of post-liberalized India.  
(v) The Rise of Private Morality: From Public Virtue to Silent Ethical Action Private 

morality is the ethics and moral virtues of individual persons within their private  lives, where 

integrity and character are privileged over institutional or public acclaim  (Mancept). 
Whereas moral virtue entails the development of moral traits like honesty, justice,  and 

accountability, leading persons toward ethical consistency within life (Cadwallader). In  

‘Revolution 2020’, Chetan Bhagat redefines virtue as an internal, private dedication rather 

than  a public display, best exemplifiable through the character of Gopal.  
 

Gopal, who accumulates wealth illegitimately, freely acknowledges his affinity for  

money: “I like money. It’s simple” (198) and “I want to be rich” (16). Material success,  
however, empties him and fills him with guilt: I had everything, yet I felt hollow inside. His  

unresolved yearning for Aarti is not because of the external prohibition but because of his 

own  self-awareness of moral weaknesses. In the redemptive gesture, he retreats from 

claiming her and instead resolves to let her be with Raghav: “If she is happy with him, then 
that is where  she should be” (131).  

 

This resolution is not recognized by society nor publicly celebrated. It is an act of 
quiet  self-correction. Gopal doesn’t look for vindication, justification, or moral redemption 

in the  gaze of others. He acknowledges, instead, his own villain status in the life of Aarti as 

a secret  acknowledgement of his inadequacies. Such individual moments of private morality, 
little  recognized, prove more ethically significant than displays of virtue publicly performed.  

6. Conclusion:  

The major findings of the research indicate that Chetan Bhagat's ‘Revolution 2020:  

Love, Corruption, and Ambition’, describes the modern Indian society as a place of 
negotiation  between the tradition and modernity where rapid urbanization, consumerism, 

and globalization  cause the degradation of the value system and the rise of materialistic 

desires. This analysis  indicates that the social institutions like education and family, and 
politics are deeply  interconnected with corruption. The young adults face a sense of identity 

laceration and  emotional dislocation on the way to integrating individual ambition, social 

demands and  general culture. The endurance of gendered double standards where women 
are expected to  bear a moral burden notwithstanding their growing empowerment and aim 

to gain  independence. The rise of counter voices, including the media and the grassroots 

movements,  as the force against systemic corruption are having innovative forms of moral 

resistance.  Finally, the work traces a shift of mass virtue to personal morality, in which 
individual moral  realisation occurs not in terms of mass or institutional change, but in the 

sacrifice of oneself  and in quiet contemplation. The expression of the societal fluxity 

portrayed by Chetan Bhagat  intrinsic the contradictions of idealism and realism, modern 
aspiration and traditional restraint,  and corruption and ethicality.  
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